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(SEAL) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
CFFICE or gy WEATHER BUREAU
WASHINGTON 25
November 18, 1952
Dr. Frederick G. Shuman
Scientific Services Division
‘Weather Burean
‘Washington 25, D. C.
bject: Your Assi to the Insti for Ads d Study
Dear Dr. Shuman:
In comv ions with you preliminary to your assig in ion with the

development of numerical weather predicti

at the

for Advanced Study in

Princeton, the importance of this work has been set forth. Although there is little that can be added
to the information already given you on this subject, I regard the assignment as of such importance

as to justify the following resume.

Your assij to this independent r

ibility carries with it also the broader duty of

looking beyond the immediate provisions of your job description and visualizing the implications of
the Princeton work on the developments in meteorology and in Weather Bureau services in general.
This is to say that your viewpoint and approach should be those of one who represents the interests
of meteorology and the Weather Bureau in general rather those of a single individual employee.
One aspect is that you should not hesitate in inform me either through Dr. Wexler or directly of
any subjects or developments which you think should come to the personal attention of the Chief of

Bureau.

No one can say at present what the future applications of numerical techniques of weather
prediction will turn out to be. That they might turn out to be revolutionary in synoptic practices is
well known to those close to the investigations. We desire to take the fullest practicable part in
contributing to the developments with the modest facilities and staff we are now able to devote to
the subject. The paucity of our staff and facilities for participation is no measure of our interest in

the development.

The studies at Princeton embrace highly theoretical aspects as well as practical applications.
Your selection for this assignment was based in part upon our confidence that you could represent
a sound combination of these theoretical and practical aspects. We do not expect your time ant
attention to be absorbed exclusively by either extreme, but rather that you do as much as
practicable in the theoretical aspects while keeping your feet on the ground with respect to

applications of service value to the Bureau.

Another purpose of this letter is to state again that we regard your assignment as very
important and will be interested in doing anything we can at any time to assist in making it of the

uimost value.

‘With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ F. W. Reichelderfer
F. W. Reichelderfer
Chief of Bureau
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